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First Encounters pt. 5 
 

DOUBTING THOMAS 
 
 

John 20:24-31 (ESV) 
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples  

told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails,  
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 26 Eight days later, 

his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came  
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here,  

and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.”  
28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have  

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  
 
 

John 14:3-7 (ESV)  
2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  

3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 
4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.  

How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also.  

From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 

 
Encounters with our Risen Lord overcome _______ and __________. 

 
 

Moses 
 

Exodus 3:11 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt? 

 
 

Exodus 3:13  (ESV) 
 13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them,  

‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
 
 

Exodus 4:1  
Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice,  

for they will say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you.’” 
 



Exodus 4:10 
Then Moses answered, “But behold, they will not believe me or listen to my voice,  

for they will say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you.’” 
 
 

Encounters with a Risen Lord overcome ________ and __________. 
 

 
Gideon 

 
Judges 6:12-15 

12 And the angel of the Lord appeared to him and said to him, “The Lord is with you, O mighty man of valor.”  
13 And Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us?  

And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up 
 from Egypt?’ But now the Lord has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 And the Lord  

turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?”  
15 And he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest 

 in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.” 
 
 

Encounters with God overcome ________ and ________ 
 

 
Mark 9:20-24 (ESV)  

20 And they brought the boy to him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy,  
and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21 And Jesus asked his father,  

“How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From childhood. 22 And it has often cast him  
into fire and into water, to destroy him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”  

23 And Jesus said to him, “‘If you can’! All things are possible for one who believes.”  
24 Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my unbelief! 

 
 

Encounters with the Risen Lord prove __________ is ____________ for God. 


