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REBUILD part 14 
HOW THANKSGIVING CONNECTS US TO JOY 

Nehemiah 8 
 
 
 

Nehemiah 8:1 (ESV)  
“And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the scribe 

 to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel.” 
 
 

Nehemiah 4:17-18 (NLT2)  
“...those who were building the wall. The laborers carried on their work with one hand  

supporting their load and one hand holding a weapon. All the builders had a sword belted to their side.” 
 
 

Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV)  
“The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;   

they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.” 
 
 

Isaiah 43:19 (NASB)  
“Behold, I will do something new. Now it will spring forth; Will you not be aware of it?” 

 
 
 

Nehemiah 8:1-3 (ESV)  
1 And all the people gathered as one man into the square before the Water Gate. And they told Ezra the 

scribe to bring the Book of the Law of Moses that the LORD had commanded Israel. 2  So Ezra the 
priest brought the Law before the assembly, both men and women and all who could understand what 
they heard, on the first day of the seventh month. 3  And he read from it facing the square before the 
Water Gate from early morning until midday in the presence of the men and the women and those who 
could understand. And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 
  

 
 

YOU WILLL GROW THANKFUL… 
 

… IF YOU STOP TO _________ WHEN YOU SEE GOD _________! 



 
John 5:17-20 (NIV)  

17  Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, am working. …  
"I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because 

whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20  For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does.” 
 
 

Nehemiah 8:4-13 (ESV)  
4  And Ezra the scribe stood on a wooden platform that they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood 
Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand, and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, 
Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5  And Ezra opened the book in the sight 
of all the people, for he was above all the people, and as he opened it all the people stood. 6  And Ezra blessed 
the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up their hands. And they bowed 

their heads and worshiped the LORD with their faces to the ground. 7  Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, 
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, the Levites, helped the people 
to understand the Law, while the people remained in their places. 8  They read from the book, from the Law of 

God, clearly, and they gave the sense, so that the people understood the reading. 9  And Nehemiah, who was the 
governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, “This day 
is holy to the LORD your God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept as they heard the words of the 
Law. 10  Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat and drink sweet wine and send portions to anyone 

who has nothing ready, for this day is holy to our Lord. And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your 
strength.” 11  So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be quiet, for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” 

12  And all the people went their way to eat and drink and to send portions and to make great rejoicing,  
because they had understood the words that were declared to them.13  On the second day  

the heads of fathers’ houses of all the people, with the priests and the Levites,  
came together to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of the Law. 

 
 

Nehemiah 8:13 (NASB)  
“Then on the second day the heads of fathers' households of all the people, the priests and the Levites  

were gathered to Ezra the scribe that they might gain insight into the words of the law.” 
 
 

YOU WILL GROW THANKFUL… 
…IF YOU’LL GRADUATE FROM __________ TO __________! 

 
 

1 Corinthians 3:1-3 (NLT2) 
1  Dear brothers and sisters, when I was with you I couldn’t talk to you as I would to spiritual people. I had to 

talk as though you belonged to this world or as though you were infants in the Christian life. 2  I had to feed you 
with milk, not with solid food, because you weren’t ready for anything stronger. And you still aren’t ready,  

3  for you are still controlled by your sinful nature. You are jealous of one another and quarrel with each other.” 
 
 

Hebrews 5:12-14 (ESV) 
“For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the basic principles of 
the oracles of God. You need milk, not solid food,  for everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 

righteousness, since he is a child. But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from evil. 

 



 
Nehemiah 8:14-16 (ESV) 

14  And they found it written in the Law that the LORD had commanded by Moses that the people of Israel 
should dwell in booths during the feast of the seventh month, 15  and that they should proclaim it and publish it 

in all their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring branches of olive, wild olive, myrtle, palm, 
and other leafy trees to make booths, as it is written. 16  So the people went out and brought them and made 
booths for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in the courts of the house of God, and in the 

square at the Water Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim.” 
 

 
YOU WILL GROW THANKFUL…  

…IF YOU’LL GRADUATE FROM INSIGHT TO _________________! 
 
 

James 1:22-25 (NLT2)  
“But don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do what it says. Otherwise, you are only fooling 

yourselves…look carefully into the perfect law that sets you free, and if you do what it says  
and don’t forget what you heard, then God will bless you for doing it.” 

 
 

1 John 2:17 (ESV)  
“And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever.” 

 
 

Mark 3:35 (ESV)  
“For whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and sister and mother.” 

 
 

Nehemiah 8:17 (ESV) 
17  And all the assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made booths and lived in the booths,  

for from the days of Jeshua the son of Nun to that day the people of Israel had not done so.  
And there was very great rejoicing. 

 
 

YOUR THANKSGIVING WILL…  
…GROW INTO _____ AS YOU CONTINUE TO ________ IN HIM! 

 
 

Nehemiah 8:10 (ESV) 
“And do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your strength” 

 
 

John 15:7 & 11 (ESV)  
“If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you…  

These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.” 
 

Psalm 30:11-12 (NLT2)  
“You have turned my mourning into joyful dancing. You have taken away my clothes of mourning  

and clothed me with joy, O LORD my God, I will give you thanks forever! 


