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REBUIILD part 9 

 
The Injustice of God's People and the Justice of God 

Nehemiah 5 
 

1. Looking at Nehemiah through the story of the Bible 
a. God redeeming the world back to Himself through the promised Seed of the woman - Jesus 
b. Jesus is “the hero” of the bible – all of the bible is about what God has done and will do 

through Jesus 
 

2. Nehemiah is a picture of Jesus 
a. Jesus as cupbearer to the King 

i. Last Supper – cup of the New Covenant 
ii. Garden of Gethsemane – cup of God’s wrath 

iii. Revelation – God’s judgment poured out as the wine of God’s wrath from the cup of 
His anger on all unbelievers 

b. Jesus sent by the King to redeem and rebuild God’s kingdom 
c. Jesus weeps over Jerusalem and the condition of its people 
d. Jesus and His disciples were mocked and despised because of the work they were doing 
e. Jesus goes back to the King, only to return again, this time to the New Jerusalem 
 

3. Nehemiah 5 – God’s people were experiencing oppression and injustice from amongst their own 
people – the nobles and officials of Judah 

a. (Neh. 5:1-8) In the midst of a famine, the Jewish nobles and officials were lending money 
and charging interest on those who were poor and could not help themselves 

b. (Lev. 25:35-43) The Mosaic law commanded that they should not charge interest to the poor 
 

4. The outward problem of charging interest was a reflection of a spiritual problem – that of not 
knowing and fearing God 

a. (Neh. 5:9-11) The nobles and officials were not living in the fear of God 
b. (Deut. 10:12-13, 20-22) Defines and describes what the fear of God is 
  

5. (Neh. 5:12-13) Nehemiah calls the nobles and officials to restore to the people what they had 
unjustly taken from them, and they respond in obedience 



 

6. (Mtt. 23:23) In Jesus’ day, God’s people were once again experiencing oppression and injustice 
from their own leaders 

a. Jesus deals with injustice by stepping into and experiencing the greatest injustice that the 
world has ever known  

b. (Isa. 42:1-4) God deals with the injustice in the world through the death and resurrection of 
His Son Jesus, who will rule in perfect justice 

  

7. (Neh. 5:14-18) Nehemiah describes how he had not been a burden on the people through not eating 
from the food allowance of the governor 

a. (Mtt. 11:28-30) Jesus does not burden God’s people, but rather gives them rest for their soul 
  

8. (Neh. 5:19) Nehemiah prays to God, asking Him to remember all the good work that he had done 
for the people 

a. (Jn. 17:4-5) Jesus prays to the Father asking Him to restore the glory that he had once had, 
because he had finished the work that the Father had sent him to do 

 


