
 
“God’s Part and the Believer’s response to Government” 

 
Romans 13:1-7 

 

PRESUPPOSITIONS 

 

1) God is Almighty 

Revelation 1:8  
8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty 
 
————— 

 

2) God Is All Knowing 

1 John 3:20b— 
“….God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything” 
 
 
Psalm 139:1-2 
1 O Lord, you have searched me and known me!  

 2  You know when I sit down and when I rise up;  

you discern my thoughts from afar.  

——————- 
 
 
3) God is Supreme 
 
 1 Corinthians 15:27-28 
27 For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all 

things are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all things in 



subjection under him. 28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself 

will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God 

may be all in all.  

 

—————- 

 

4) God’s Ways are not Our Ways 
 
Isaiah 55:9 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,  

so are my ways higher than your ways  

and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
 
———————— 
 
 
5) God’s Word is Perfect without Error 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17- 
16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be 

complete, equipped for every good work.” 

 

 

 

1 Peter 1:23-25 

 



23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through 
the living and abiding word of God; 24 for  

  “All flesh is like grass  
and all its glory like the flower of grass.  

  The grass withers,  
and the flower falls,  

25  but the word of the Lord remains forever.” (Isaiah 40) 

And this word is the good news that was preached to you.  

 
———————- 

ROMANS 13:1-7 

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority 
except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 2 Therefore 
whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed, and those who resist 
will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would 
you have no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will 
receive his approval, 4 for he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, 
be afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 
avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in 
subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of conscience. 6 For 
because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 
attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes 
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, 
honor to whom honor is owed.  
 
Romans 13:1-7(ESV) 
 

—————— 

 

1. God’s Part—He Appoints Governing Authorities  13:1-2 

 

——————- 



ALL AUTHORITY IS APPOINTED BY GOD—BUT NOT ALL 

AUTHORITY IS GODLY. 

————- 

 

1. Believer’s Response—Submit to Governing Authorities 

 

 

Titus 3:1-2 

“Remind them to be submissive to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be 

ready for every good work, 2 to speak evil of no one, to avoid quarreling, to be 

gentle, and to show perfect courtesy toward all people.” 
 
——————- 

 

2. God’s Part—His Reason for Appointing Those in Authority 13:3-4 

 

————————— 

Psalm 91:1-7 

91 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High  

will abide in the shadow of the Almighty.  

 2  I will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress,  

my God, in whom I trust.”  

 3  For he will deliver you from the snare of the fowler —PEACE 

and from the deadly pestilence.  

 4  He will cover you with his pinions,  

and under his wings you will find refuge;  



his faithfulness is a shield and buckler. —PROTECTION 

 5  You will not fear the terror of the night,  

nor the arrow that flies by day,  

 6  nor the pestilence that stalks in darkness,  

nor the destruction that wastes at noonday. —PROVISION 

 7  A thousand may fall at your side,  

ten thousand at your right hand,  

but it will not come near you.  
 
——————- 

 

2) The Believer’s response—Be Submissive 13:5 

 1—To Avoid God’s Wrath-and the wrath of His Delegated Authority  

 2—For the sake of our own Consciences—Moral Compass 

 

—————————— 

 

 

3.  God’s Part—Providing For Delegated Authorities 13:6-7 

 

—————————— 

 

3) Believer’s Response—Pay Our Taxes 13:6-7 

 

———————- 

 



Mark 12:13-17 
13 And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap 

him in his talk. 14 And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are 

true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by 

appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or 

not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” 15 But, knowing their hypocrisy, he 

said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.” 
16 And they brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is 

this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they marveled 

at him.  

  

———————- 

 

 1 Peter 2:13-17 
13 Be subject for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether it be to the 

emperor as supreme, 14 or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil 

and to praise those who do good. 15 For this is the will of God, that by doing good 

you should put to silence the ignorance of foolish people. 16 Live as people who are 

free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God. 
17 Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor(King) 
 
 

 
 


